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March 10, 2020 

Dear Members of the Ridgefield Community: 

I hope everyone is doing well.  I wanted to share some new updates with you: 

● The Ridgefield Board of Health and the New Jersey State Department of Health have continued to advise that 
there is currently no reason to close schools, and that our school days should continue as normal. 

● The New Jersey Department of Education has now released guidance to school districts in terms of planning for a 
possible public-health related closure if we are directed to close by the Ridgefield Health Department in 
conjunction with the New Jersey Department of Health.  If this happens, students will complete either online or 
hard-copy instruction at home, which can count towards the State’s 180-day requirement for student days. 

● To help us plan, today students in grades 5-12 were administered a Google Survey individually to determine 
which, if any, students might lack Internet access at home.  Students in Pre-K – 4th grade, as well as some of our 
specialized programs, have a brief hard-copy survey sent home today in their bags, so please complete and send 
back with your child tomorrow so we can best prepare.  *This information will be kept private by the District 
and is only being gathered due to the extraordinary circumstances that closing schools for an extended period 
would represent. 

● If schools are directed at a point in time to close by local and state authorities, we will send a follow-up email with 
more detailed information regarding the specifics of how your child will access their learning at home.  

● We will work with the District’s food service provider to continue providing free and/or reduced lunch services to 
applicable students if schools are directed to close and will communicate directly with those families. 

● As a resource, we have updated our website to include some facts and information you might find helpful 
regarding the coronavirus.  Simply go to www.ridgefieldschools.com – Our District – Coronavirus Resources for 
information from both local and state authorities, as well as copies of all of the letters we have sent home about 
this issue. 

● We will continue implementing the guidelines we have received from local and state authorities, including 
frequent cleaning and sanitizing of our school's desks, tables, door handles, etc., and actively monitoring students 
for symptoms if they were to exhibit any. 

● You can help at home by working with your children on taking preventive measures such as covering one's mouth 
when coughing, sneezing into a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands), avoiding touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth, washing hands often for at least 20 seconds, keeping your child home if they are sick, and getting a flu 
shot. 

● Finally, the New Jersey Department of Health has opened a 24-hour hotline for the public to ask questions about 
the novel coronavirus, which is 1-800-222-1222.  If you have any additional questions about the virus, it is 
recommended you call the hotline or visit https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/nvoc.shtml for more facts and 
information. 
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Thank you again for your continued and ongoing support of our schools as we work together as a community to meet and 
overcome this challenge at hand. 

Sincerely, 

Rory McCourt 

Superintendent 
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